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2. Am I Eligible for DPP 2023?

Sec 4N(A) student who has sat for GCE N-Level
exams in 2022

Obtained ELMAB3 aggregate of 19 points or less
(before deduction of CCA bonus points)

Meet subject-specific entry requirements

If you can check all 3 boxes above, you’re eligible! 
(Note: Being eligible to apply does not guarantee you 
a place in a DPP Higher Nitec course.) 

GCE O-Level 
Grade

Converted 
Grade

A1-B3 1

B4-C6 2

D7-E8 3

If you have offered GCE O-Level
examination subjects in 2022, you
may refer to this table for the
equivalent grade to compute your
ELMAB3 aggregate:

1. What is the DPP?

Prepares Sec 4N(A) students for progression into selected
polytechnic diploma courses via a 2-year Higher Nitec

programme at ITE, and a 10-week DPP preparatory course
➢ Serves as an alternative to Sec 5

About 1,200 places offered across 18 Higher Nitec courses

3. How do I Apply?

Upon release of the GCE N-Level results, all
DPP-eligible students may apply for DPP
Higher Nitec courses via the ITE website
(https://www.ite.edu.sg).

You may select up to 12 course choices.

Remember to provide updated contact details
in your application to allow ITE to contact you
if necessary.

4. How Will I be Informed of the Outcome?

You should check your DPP posting results online on the morning of the
release of the DPP posting results.

You will then have to indicate if you wish to accept/reject/appeal the
offer.

If you do not accept the offer by the stipulated date, it will become void
and you will be required to continue with your classes in Sec 5 or with
your Nitec or 3-year Higher Nitec course if your application via JIE ‘N’ is
successful

5. What 
Happens Next?

Upon accepting your
DPP offer, you will
attend a 10-week DPP
preparatory programme
that will start in Jan
2023.

More information can be found at: https://www.ite.edu.sg/admissions/full-time-courses/higher-nitec-dpp

Release of 
DPP Posting 

Results

Release of 
GCE N-Level 

Results

Students who attain required Higher Nitec GPA scores are
guaranteed a place in one of the polytechnic diploma courses
mapped to the Higher Nitec course. (Refer to
https://www.ite.edu.sg/admissions/full-time-courses/higher-
nitec-dpp for course mapping.)
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PROGRESSION PATHWAYS FOR 4N (ACADEMIC)

Item Eligibility Criteria Remarks

1 Polytechnic Foundation 
Programme (PFP)

ELMAB3 ≤ 12 (Excl
CCA pts) + course 
entry requirement

Apply when O-levels 
results are released 
in mid Jan 2023

2 Direct-Entry-Scheme to 
Poly Prog (DPP) – Higher 
NITEC

ELMAB3 ≤ 19 (Excl
CCA pts) + min 
course entry 
requirement

Application from 

2.30 pm (Today) –
22 Dec (Thurs), 
5pm  

3 Progression to ITE for 
NITEC / 3 Year Higher 
Nitec course

Prerequisites &  
bonus pts stated in 
booklet

Same as above

4 Retain in 4NA ELMAB3 ≤ 21 or
ELB3 ≤ 14 or
MAB3 ≤ 14 or
Other prerequisites

Depends on Vacancy 
& students need to 
submit a formal 
appeal to school



PROGRESSION PATHWAYS FOR 4N (ACADEMIC)

No Item Eligibility Criteria Remarks

5 Sec 5NA ELMAB3 ≤ 19 (Excl CCA 
pts) and at least a 
grade 5 for all subj 
used in the 
computation of 
ELMAB3

6 NAFA Foundation 
Programme 
(NFP)

ELMAB3 ≤ 15 (Excl CCA 
pts)

Applicants who score 
4 and above in English 
Language will be 
required to attend an 
interview.

Application from 
15 Dec 2022 –
30 Dec 2022

Please apply 
DIRECTLY on NAFA 
Website



ITE HIGHER NITEC (3 YRS)







WHAT IS DPP?

The DPP prepares Secondary 4 N(A) students for
progression into selected polytechnic diploma
courses without going through the O-Levels

…via a 2-year Higher Nitec programme at the
ITE.

Under the DPP, students who successfully
complete their Higher Nitec course and attain
the minimum qualifying Grade Point Average
(GPA) are guaranteed a place in a polytechnic
diploma course mapped to their Higher Nitec
course.



POLYTECHNIC DIPLOMA COURSE 
MAPPED TO DPP COURSES
Page 71 – 78 of 2023 Admission 
Booklet



18 DPP COURSES

ITE offers a wide range of full-
time Higher Nitec courses 
under the DPP for eligible N(A) 
students

The 18 Higher Nitec courses 
offered under DPP are as 
follows:

Page 79 of 2023 Admission Booklet



WHAT IS DPP? 

▪ Suitable for those who enjoy a hands-on
learning style curriculum

▪ Attain the required qualifying Grade Point
Average (GPA) scores - guaranteed a place
in a polytechnic diploma course mapped to
their Higher Nitec course.

▪ About 1,200 DPP places



DPP ELIGIBILITY
a. Obtained an ELMAB3 aggregate of 19 points or better
(excluding CCA bonus points); and 

Reference : https://www.ite.edu.sg/admissions/full-time-courses/higher-nitec/dpp



NOTE:

Students are also advised to note 
that eligibility to apply for the DPP 

does not guarantee
placement in a DPP course.



Sun Times 16 Dec 2018



DIFFERENT PATHWAYS TO POLY/UNI

* DPP students who successfully complete the Higher 
Nitec courses and attain the required minimum 

qualifying Higher Nitec GPA are guaranteed a place in the 1st 
Year of relevant Polytechnic Diploma courses that are 

mapped to their Higher Nitec courses. 



DIFFERENT PATHWAYS TO POLY/UNI
Year 5NA Route

2023 5NA O-Level

2024 Poly Yr 1
ITE (Higher 

NITEC) Yr 1

2025 Poly Yr 2 
ITE (Higher 

NITEC) Yr 2

2026 Poly Yr 3 Poly Yr 1

2027

University

Poly Yr 2

2028 Poly Yr 3

2029 University

DPP Route

DPP (Higher NITEC) Yr 1

DPP (Higher NITEC) Yr 2

Poly Yr 1 

(GPA≥2.5 or 3)^

Poly Yr 2*

(GPA≥3.5)^

Poly Yr 2 Poly Yr 3

Poly Yr 3

University

University

* Progression to Polytechnic 2nd year is only applicable for some courses
^ Minimum Qualifying Higher Nitec GPA
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Module-based GPA grading system

 Tailored for students who prefer varied learning modes across 
the academic year.

Bite-sized assessments contribute to final GPA grade, as 
compared to one seating of National examinations.

 Industry-specific so you can pursue your passions 
immediately.

WHY CONSIDER DPP?
- APPLIED LEARNING



WHY CONSIDER DPP?
- 2 DPP APPLICATION WINDOWS

Window 

1

30 Dec 2022

Window

2



WHY CONSIDER DPP?
- LESS COMPETITION TO GET INTO POLY

2022 O-level 

Candidature 

30, 000

2022 DPP places

1200



12 choices
 First 3 to 4 choices

Next 3 to 4 choices

 Remaining choices

Look at Polytechnic courses (Page 71 to 78) of 
2023 Admission Booklet) you are interested in in 
the future and see which DPP courses can lead 
you there.

PASSION

Practical

Prudent

CHOICE OF DPP COURSES



4N(A) STUDENTS WHO OFFERED GCE O-
LEVEL EXAMINATION SUBJECTS IN 2022 

May combine their grades from these examinations with their N-
Level results to apply for the DPP.

O-Level Grade Conversion Table:

Reference : 2023 Admission Booklet Page 82



DPP ELIGIBILITY

Eligibility does not guarantee placement 
in a DPP course. 

Admissions to DPP courses are highly 
competitive and based on merit. 

More information on eligibility requirements for the 
DPP can be found at https://go.gov.sg/dpp

https://go.gov.sg/dpp


• All DPP-eligible students may submit an application online via 
the ITE website (https://www.ite.edu.sg). 

Phase 1 DPP for January 2020 Intake
• Application will open from Mon 19 Dec 2022 (2.30pm) to 

Thurs 22 Dec 2022 (5pm). 
• The main application results will be released from Fri 23 Dec 

2022 (from 2pm) to Wed 28 Dec 2022. 
• Eligible students are allowed to submit up to 12 DPP course 

choices in their application. 
• Please refer to following for timelines

• 2023 Admission Booklet Page 5 or
• https://www.ite.edu.sg/apply-for-ITE-courses/dpp

DPP PHASE 1 APPLICATION
19 DEC 2022 – 22 DEC 2022

https://www.ite.edu.sg/apply-for-ITE-courses/dpp


23 DEC 2022 - 28 DEC 2022 

Upon receiving DPP Phase 1 posting results on 23 
Dec 2022, students will have to indicate in the 
online system whether they are 

(a) accepting

(b) rejecting

(c) appealing from 23 Dec to 28 Dec

(d) appeal results on 30 Dec to 4 Jan

Please refer to 2023 Admission Booklet Page 5

DPP PHASE 2 APPEAL



After the release of 2022 GCE O-Level results, 
when PFP candidates withdraw from DPP places
(a) More spaces freed up

(b) Application for DPP courses/Appeal for a 
different DPP course

(c) Appeal results between 19 Jan – 25 Jan 2023

DPP PHASE 3 APPLICATION  
MID JAN 2023

Please refer to https://www.ite.edu.sg/apply-for-ITE-
courses/dpp for latest timeline

https://www.ite.edu.sg/apply-for-ITE-courses/dpp


STUDENT MOVEMENT IN 
DECEMBER / JANUARY 



ALLOCATION OF 1200 DPP PLACES IN 2 DPP 
PHASES

DPP Phase 3: 
Application: Jan 2023* (TBC)
Results” 19 Jan to 25 Jan 2023

DPP Phase 1: 
Application: 19 – 22 Dec 2022
Results: 23 Dec 2022

DPP Appeal Phase 2: 
Application: 23 Dec – 28 Dec 2021
Results: 30 Dec 2021

DPP APPLICATION & 

Results Release 

1200 DPP Places 1200 – x 
DPP Places

1200 – x - y
DPP Places



1. Apply for DPP in Dec 2022

2. Progress to DPP in 9 Jan 2023

3. Apply for PFP upon release of the GCE O-Level 
examination results in Jan 2023

End: Successful in PFP or continue in DPP

QUESTION: I AM INTERESTED IN BOTH PFP AND DPP. 
WHAT SHOULD I DO, GIVEN THAT THE DPP 
APPLICATION IS IN DECEMBER AND THE PFP 
APPLICATION IS IN JANUARY?

I am NOT interested in Sec 5NA 



1. (a) Apply for DPP in Dec 2022 and

(b) Apply for Sec 5NA in Dec 2022

2. Report to Sec 5NA on 3 Jan 2023

3. Withdraw from Sec 5 NA upon acceptance of DPP

End: Successful in DPP or continue in Sec 5NA

QUESTION: WHAT DO I DO IF I AM INTERESTED IN 
DPP OTHERWISE I WILL GO ON TO SEC 5NA?



If students are successful in their DPP application, 
they will need to attend a 10-week preparatory 
course starting in January 2023 before the Higher 
Nitec course commences in April 2023. 

The preparatory course comprises:

• Oral & Communication Skills; and

• Mathematics, Science or Business Skills topics.

QUESTION: WHAT IS THE 10-WEEK PREPARATORY 
COURSE IN DPP? DO I NEED TO ATTEND IT?



https://www.ite.edu.sg/apply-now/dpp

https://www.ite.edu.sg/apply-now/dpp
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Each year

Total DPP places – 1,200 only

Total PFP places – 1,500 only, spanning more than 
80% of diploma course offerings at the polytechnics.

4NA Only



TAKE NOTE

All Sec 4N(A) students who do not have a confirmed 
place in the DPP or are waiting to apply for the PFP, 
following the release of the GCE N-Level results, 

MUST report to PLMGS(Sec) on 3 Jan 2023 (Tues) to 
continue with Secondary 5.

4NA Only



4NA Only

Timeframe Action to be taken

Submit by 21 Dec
2022 - 12noon

Complete and submit the Google form which will be 
send to you to indicate your choice of pathway. You 
must report to school on 3 Jan 2023 even if you are 
applying for PFP.

FOR ALL 4 NA STUDENTS:

ALL students MUST 
COMPLETE and submit

the Google form

https://forms.gle/xUj49QwnJ
z7CfMp8A

https://forms.gle/xUj49QwnJz7CfMp8A


ECG SUPPORT AT PLMGSS

Online or Face to Face Session with Ms Chong, ECG Counsellor
Ms Chong will be available from 19th – 23rd Dec, 9am – 5pm for ECG Counselling
Book an Appointment : https://go.gov.sg/plmgss-ecg

Support by School
Ms Das Ruth Hannah, SH ECG
Email: das_ruth_hannah@moe.edu.sg

Please have these ready for the ECG session
• 2023 JIE Booklet
• Result Slip & Form N
• Prelim Result Slip if you are taking O level subject(s)

Before the Session
• Do your course exploration and shortlisting 
• Jot down any questions you might have
• Find out your CCA grade

Online or Phone Counselling by MOE ECG Centre
Contact : 6831 1420, 
Email: MOE_ECG@moe.gov.sg or 
Book an Appointment : https://go.gov.sg/moe-ecg-centre

‘N’ Level support by ITE
ITE College Central | Tel: 1800 222 2111 | college_central@ite.edu.sg
ITE College East | Tel: 6590 2262 | college_east@ite.edu.sg
ITE College West | Tel: 6590 2628 | college_west@ite.edu.sg

https://go.gov.sg/plmgss-ecg
mailto:das_ruth_hannah@moe.edu.sg
https://go.gov.sg/moe-ecg-centre
mailto:college_central@ite.edu.sg
mailto:college_central@ite.edu.sg
mailto:college_central@ite.edu.sg



